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Yanukovych congratulates NATO secretary general on his birthday 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych has congratulated NATO Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen on his birthday. 

Yanukovych wished him good health, inexhaustible energy and new achievements in his important work, the press service of the Ukrainian president reported. 

"Ukraine appreciates your role in the development of a constructive partnership with the North Atlantic Alliance. The achieved level of a political dialogue and practical cooperation creates the necessary foundation for the continuation of our cooperation in strengthening international security and stability," reads a letter of congratulation. 

"I am confident that together we can make a significant contribution to the development of a single undivided Europe, with equal security for all," the head of state said. 

Yanukovych expressed hope that he would soon be able to welcome Rasmussen in Kyiv, where the sides will continue to discuss the prospects of future relations between Ukraine and NATO.



President congratulates Australia's governor-general on national holiday 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych has congratulated the Governor-General of Australia, Quentin Bryce, on the country's national holiday - Australia Day, the press service of the Ukrainian president has reported. 

"I am confident that friendly relations and mutually beneficial cooperation between Ukraine and Australia will continue to strengthen and develop for the benefit of our peoples," Yanukovych said. 

Yanukovych wished Bryce good health and new achievements in her responsible state activities, as well as peace and prosperity to the friendly people of Australia.



Yanukovych congratulates Indian president on national holiday 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Ukrainian President Viktor Yanukovych has congratulated President of the Republic of India Pratibha Devisingh Patil on the country's national holiday - the Republic Day. 

"I am confident that Ukraine and India have great potential for deepening multilateral cooperation in the political, cultural, economic, trade, scientific and military-technical sectors," Yanukovych said in a letter of congratulation. 

He said he was ready to promote by all means the further development of fruitful relations between Ukraine and India for the benefit of both nations, the press service of the Ukrainian president reported. 

Yanukovych wished Pratibha Devisingh Patil good health and success in her state activities, as well as peace and prosperity to the friendly people of India. 


Azarov to attend summit of prime ministers of Visegrad Group in Bratislava 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The summit of the prime ministers of the Visegrad Group countries (Slovakia, Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Republic) on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the creation of the regional organization, which is to take place on February 15, will be held in an extended format. 

Apart from Prime Ministers Iveta Radicova (Slovakia), Donald Tusk (Poland), Viktor Orban (Hungary), and Petr Necas (the Czech Republic), the summit will be attended by German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Austrian Chancellor Werner Faymann, as well as Ukrainian Prime Minister Mykola Azarov, an UKRINFORM correspondent reported, with reference to the Slovak News Agency SITA. 

At the first meeting, the prime ministers of the Visegrad Group countries are to discuss issues of cooperation and adopt a joint declaration on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the organization. 

At the second meeting, which is to be held in an extended format, with the participation of the German, Austrian chancellors and the Ukrainian prime minister, the sides will discuss energy security issues, exchange experiences of regional cooperation and neighborhood policy. 



Ukraine to dispose of over 12,000 tons of melange in 2011-2012

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Ukraine will dispose of over 12,000 tons of melange in 2011-2012, Ukrainian Prime Minister Mykola Azarov has said, while opening a Cabinet of Ministers meeting in Kyiv on Wednesday. 

He said that the Cabinet of Ministers would consider the list of components of liquid rocket fuel (melange) that are to be disposed of in 2011-2012. 

"The adoption of this list will help us continue work on the disposal of melange in accordance with a memorandum of understanding between the Cabinet of Ministers and the OSCE [the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe]," Azarov said. According to the list, it is planned to recycle more than 12,000 tons of components of liquid rocket fuel within the next two years. According to the prime minister, this will significantly reduce the potential environmental threat to human life and health.



Azarov: Ukrainian gas pipelines could be modernized only with participation of EU, Russia

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The modernization of the Ukrainian gas transport system has prospects only with the participation of Russia and the European Union, Ukrainian Prime Minister Mykola Azarov said at a meeting with German businessmen. 

"We understand quite well that without the consent of the Russian side and without the participation of the European Union, the issue of modernizing our gas transport system and its existence has no prospects," the prime minister said, according to the information and communications department of the Cabinet of Ministers' secretariat. 

The prime minister said that it was currently impossible to reach a tripartite agreement - between Ukraine, Russia and the EU. "We are holding talks. I cannot say that we have made some progress. But I also cannot say that they the talks have been deadlocked," he said. 

Azarov also said that Ukraine intended to invest in the development of its own oil and gas complex. In particular, this year it is planned to build a platform for the drilling of wells on the shelf and to develop non-traditional fields, he said. "Our oil and gas complex has prospects, and the government will seriously deal with its development," he said. 

The prime minister also said that negotiations on the creation of a joint venture between Ukraine and Russia, which will deal with gas issues, were at the stage of assessing the assets, in particular, the issue of making contributions to the statutory fund of the joint venture. 

"The question arose: what assets will be included in the joint venture. If these are the assets that will allow us to have the necessary volumes of gas, then we are 'for.' But if these fields require the enormous investments of financial resources with unclear transportation schemes, then we are 'against,'” the prime minister said. 

Azarov said that the question of the European Union's participation in the creation of such a joint venture was extremely important, because, in his opinion, it is necessary to have concrete guarantees about the amount of gas that will be produced by Russia, transported by Ukraine and consumed by the European Union. 



Ukraine, Turkey to intensify bilateral cooperation 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Ukraine and Turkey will intensify bilateral cooperation in various economic branches. Such an agreement was reached at a meeting in Kyiv on January 25 between Ukrainian Prime Minister Mykola Azarov and Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan. 

In particular, the parties agreed on the level of a strategic partnership and agreed to intensify cooperation in economy, trade, construction, metallurgy, machine building, shipbuilding, aviation, space, energy, defense, tourism and culture. 

According to Azarov, the development of bilateral relations will be promoted by the work of the Ukrainian-Turkish intergovernmental commission on trade and economic cooperation, which will meet soon. 

Azarov said that he was a supporter of liberalizing foreign trade and creating a free trade area with the European Union, the negotiation process with which is still continuing. "We focus on constructive negotiations on the creation of a free trade area with the EU. Now we are holding pretty difficult negotiations with the EU. Of course, the simultaneous holding of negotiations with Turkey will help us," he added. 

Azarov also expressed interest in attracting Turkish investments in the Ukrainian economy. He expressed hope that Turkey would reconsider its decision to impose duties on certain types of Ukrainian rolled steel from January 2009, which had a negative effect on the performance of bilateral trade. 

The Turkish prime minister, in turn, noted the importance of achieving political stability in Ukraine in the context of the development of mutually beneficial cooperation between the two countries. 

Erdogan also said that Turkish construction companies were ready to participate in the preparation of main objects in Ukraine for the UEFA EURO 2012 European Football Championship. 



Ukraine, Turkey to develop direct freight rail and ferry services 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. An agreement between the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine and the Turkish government on organizing international direct freight rail and ferry services was signed on January 25 during Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan's official visit to Ukraine. Ukrainian First Deputy Infrastructure Minister Kostiantyn Yefymenko signed the agreement on behalf of Ukraine. 

The press service of the Ukrainian Infrastructure Ministry told UKRINFORM that the document foresees the conditions and rules for the smooth transportation of goods, the crossing of the rolling stock through the territory of the two states, and the use of port infrastructure. 

In accordance with the agreement, Ukraine and Turkey will provide mutual assistance with the goal of the exploitation and further development of international direct freight rail and ferry services between the ports that have rail links. Each party will provide the necessary conditions for the smooth transportation of goods and the crossing of the rolling stock through the territory of the contracting parties. 

Representatives of Ukraine and Turkey agreed to conduct a competitive and mutually beneficial tariff policy to promote the effective use of direct freight rail and ferry services between the ports of both countries. 

The document also stipulates that for the operational regulation of problematic issues the competent authorities - the Ministry of Infrastructure of Ukraine and the Ministry of Transport and Communications of Turkey - have the right to establish a joint commission involving representatives of businesses that are related to the exploitation of direct freight rail and ferry services. 

The draft agreement meets the world practice of concluding international treaties governing the implementation of international railway and ferry traffic, and provides for cooperation at the intergovernmental level. 



Ukrainian military to attend NATO's Military Committee in Chiefs of Defense Staff Session

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The first meeting of NATO's Military Committee (MC) in Chiefs of Defense Staff (CHODs) Session will take place on January 26-27, 2011 in Brussels.

Ukraine's military delegation headed by the Chief of General Staff - Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, Colonel-General Hryhoriy Pedchenko is leaving for Brussels on Wednesday to attend the meetings, UKRINFORM learned from the press office of the Defense Ministry of Ukraine.

It is expected that on January 26 the official delegation of the Ukrainian Armed Forces will participate in the meetings of the Military Committee in Chiefs of Defense Session with Euro-Atlantic Partners and the Military Committee in Chiefs of Defense Session with KFOR non-NATO Troop contributing nations. 

The Chief of Staff of the Armed Forces of Ukraine will also take part in the meeting of the NATO Military Committee in Chiefs of Defense Session with Afghanistan International Security Assistance Force contributing nations and a meeting of Ukraine-NATO Military Committee.

In addition, at the meeting of the Ukraine-NATO Military Committee it is planned to discuss the current reform of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, consider approaches to the development of operational capabilities and objectives of the Armed Forces of Ukraine, taking into account the non-aligned status of the state, priorities and key directions of military cooperation between Ukraine and the Alliance, the current state and prospects of involving the Armed Forces of Ukraine in crisis management operations under the leadership of the EU and NATO.



Ukraine, Russia to discuss BSF presence in Crimea 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry on Thursday, January 27, will host the 9th meeting of the Sub-Commission on Russia's Black Sea Fleet and its presence on the territory of Ukraine of the Ukrainian-Russian Intergovernmental Commission.

The Ukrainian delegation will be headed by First Deputy Foreign Minister Ruslan Demchenko, and the Russian - Secretary of State, Deputy Foreign Minister Grigory Karasin, Ukrainian Foreign Ministry's spokesman Oleksandr Dykusarov told reporters Tuesday. 

The meeting will address issues on the preparation of an agreement between the two sides on cooperation in emergency prevention and recovery operations in the settlements, where the objects of the Black Sea Fleet are located; on Ukraine's readiness to sign an agreement on coordination of movements related to the activity of BSF military formations outside their deployment, etc. 

An important issue is the implementation of an intergovernmental agreement on Russia's participation in the development of socio-economic sphere of the city of Sevastopol and other settlements, in which military formations of the Russian Black Sea Fleet are deployed. 



Ukraine planning to boost gas production 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Ukraine is planning to boost gas production in 2011, Prime Minister Mykola Azarov said at a meeting with German businessmen on Tuesday. 

"We are planning to substantially increase domestic natural gas production. We are planning to build a platform at the gas extraction fields," Azarov said, adding that the government is holding talks, particularly with Singapore, on the crediting of this project. 

The prime minister also said that the government intended to draw up a project for the extraction and processing of shale gas. Negotiations are underway with U.S. companies on obtaining technology for its production, he said.



Ukraine to attract U.S. investment in domestic economy 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The prospects for cooperation between Ukraine and the United States in the spheres of trade, investment and energy were discussed at a meeting in Kyiv on Tuesday by Ukrainian First Deputy Prime Minister and Economic Development and Trade Minister Andriy Kliuyev and U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine John Tefft. 

The sides paid particular attention to the prospects of attracting investments in the Ukrainian economy from the United States. Kliuyev and Tefft discussed projects in the oil and gas sector and cooperation between the governments of Ukraine and the United States in the development of shale gas. They also discussed investment projects in agriculture, UKRINFORM reported, with reference to the press service of the first deputy prime minister. 

Kliuyev shared with Tefft the plans of the Cabinet of Ministers regarding economic reforms, particularly in the areas of deregulation and the improvement of the business environment. 



Platini: Ukraine, Poland have made tremendous progress in EURO 2012 preparations

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. UEFA President Michel Platini has said that Ukraine and Poland have made "tremendous progress" as the co-host nations staged celebrations to signal 500 days to go until UEFA EURO 2012 kicks off.

"We have seen tremendous progress in the last year including new stadiums inaugurated and new air terminals put in operation. The pace of the work has made us at UEFA very confident that the necessary infrastructure will be ready well in advance," he said, UKINFORM reported, with reference to UEFA's official website. 

"Five hundred days may seem a long time to go, but for an event of such magnitude every day counts and we are going to continue our fruitful partnership with the governments of the host countries, the host cities and the local organizing committees to ensure a festive and unforgettable UEFA EURO 2012 in Poland and Ukraine," Platini said. 



Foreign Ministry strengthens protection of Ukrainians abroad due to Moscow airport blast

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The Ukrainian Foreign Ministry, in connection with an explosion that hit Moscow's Domodedovo Airport on January 24, is strengthening measures to protect the Ukrainians living abroad, the information policy department of the Ukrainian Foreign Ministry has told UKRINFORM. 

"The diplomatic missions of Ukraine abroad have been ordered to conduct a permanent monitoring of potential and existing threats," reads the statement. 

The necessary explanatory work will be conducted with Ukrainians living abroad to ensure that they observe general safety requirements in case of any crisis situations in a host country, and the necessary consultative assistance will be provided. 

As UKRINFORM reported, an explosion rocked Moscow's Domodedovo Airport on Monday, January 24. An explosive device was detonated by a suicide bomber. The Russian Emergency Situations Ministry reported the deaths of 35 people, among them Ukrainian playwright, poetess, novelist and journalist Hanna Mashutina (pseudonym Yablonska), born in 1981, who arrived in Moscow to get an award from the Cinema Art magazine.



Smart Holding's proposal to buy Regal Petroleum extended

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Cyprus-based Energees Management Limited, a company controlled by Kyiv-based Smart Holding Group, has extended its proposal on the purchase of Regal Petroleum plc, a British oil company with assets in Ukraine, to February 7, 2011, Energees said in a statement, with reference to the London Stock Exchange. 

In addition, Energees on January 24 received the consent of Regal Petroleum's shareholders holding 2.79% of the shares. 

Regal Petroleum's Board of Directors earlier supported Energees Management's proposal to buy the company for USD 121.5 million. 

As UKRINFORM reported, the Antimonopoly Committee of Ukraine gave permission to Energees Management to purchase the shares of Regal Petroleum plc, which provides the buyer the excess of 50% of the votes in the supreme governing body of the issuer. 

Smart Holding is one of the largest and most diversified groups of companies in Ukraine. The group invests in the development of projects in various sectors, including mining and metallurgy, as well as the extraction of nonmetallic materials. 

Regal's major oil and gas assets are the Mekhedivsko-Holotovschynske and Svyrydivske gas condensate fields (both based in Poltava region, central Ukraine). 



World Bank, EU may freeze aid to Ukraine in drafting legislation on public procurement

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Head of the Delegation of the European Union to Ukraine Jose Manuel Pinto Teixeira has said he is concerned about attempts to introduce amendments to the law on public procurement, which in general do not comply with the concept of the law. He announced this at a roundtable meeting on the European integration of Ukraine. 

He said that because of such attempts, the World Bank and the European Union had decided to suspend funding for projects to provide consultative assistance to Ukraine in drafting legislation on public procurement. 

"Unfortunately, they want to introduce amendments to the public procurement law, and we, along with the World Bank, will monitor this process," Teixeira said. 

The Ukrainian Ministry of Economic Development and Trade, together with the Ukrainian League of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs, earlier drafted a new bill amending the law on public procurement. 

The main change in the bill is to enable state-owned enterprises to carry out the procurement of goods and services at their own expense, without using any tender procedures.



Import of fruits and vegetables to Ukraine grows over last five years

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The import of fruits and vegetables to Ukraine has grown over the past five years. The total amount of imports of fruits and vegetables to Ukraine in 2010 compared to 2005 increased by 4.2 times, exceeding USD 860 million. In physical terms, imports of fruits and vegetables rose by 77%. 

The Ukrainian Agribusiness Club said that particular attention should be paid to the increase in imports of those products that are traditionally produced in Ukraine. Club expert Roman Slasten said that over the last five years, imports of potatoes, cabbage, onions, carrots, tomatoes and cucumbers had grown by 18.5 times, reaching 190,000 tons in 2010, while imports of apples, pears, cherries, sweet cherries and apricots - over 210,000 tons, which was almost five times higher than the figure reported in 2005. 

Such growth, according to the expert, is evidence of Ukraine's inability to fully provide itself at this stage with its own horticultural products. "It is obvious that the Ukrainian market of fruits and vegetables is experiencing a certain lack of even traditional types of products - this is evidenced by the growth of their imports and a rise in domestic prices," Slasten said.



All genetically modified organisms in Ukraine are illegal - ecological hygiene and toxicology institute 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/.  All genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in Ukraine are illegal because not a single of them is registered, says the director of the Institute of Ecological Hygiene and Toxicology, Mykola Prodanchuk. 

"All the GMOs in Ukraine are illegal because, under the 2005 law on biosafety, only registered GMOs may circulate in Ukraine as food, animal feed and plants for cultivation, but to date none of GMOs has been registered," he said at a press conference in Kyiv, adding that even if GMOs are used, this use is illegal. 

Prodanchuk recalled that the procedure of state registration of GMOs is regulated by the Cabinet of Ministers, and this order provides that the basis for registration of GMOs is a positive conclusion of the state sanitary epidemiological examination. Currently, not any such line of GMOs is registered. 

Meanwhile, he noted that in Ukraine there is practically no food with genetically modified organisms. "Fortunately, in the Ukrainian market there is little food with GMOs," Prodanchuk said. 

He stressed that, in more than 23 thousand tests conducted by laboratories, only 24 cases of the use of GMOs in food were revealed. 

Prodanchuk also noted that 99% of the cases to be tested at laboratories for GMO content are initiated by producers, and importers are also interested in product quality. 


64% want to change jobs in 2011 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/.  Labor market survey conducted in late 2010 - early 2011 by the portal rabota.ua showed that the overall situation in this market in terms of candidates has become more stable and re-disposing to a career change for the better. 

Exactly half of respondents are in the so-called "passive" job search; 35.7% are actively looking for work. In 2010, a total of 57.7% of the respondents remained in the same place of work. 33% of the applicants received salary increases over the year, 56% had salary at the same level as it was, while 11% said that their legal remuneration was reduced. 

Only 15.6% of the pollees were promoted in 2010. 

Among the most compelling reasons that make the Ukrainians think about job changes the respondents identified low salaries (74%), lack of opportunities for professional growth (39.2%) and career (35%) and poor working conditions (27.7%). Poor relations with bosses forced 25.8% of employees to leave; official employment and human relations are also important to many (18.7% and 12.7%, respectively). 

Employers in the past year did not pamper their employees with many additional benefits. Thus, 54.9% of respondents lacked any whatsoever bonuses, awards or intangible means of motivation. 

The applicants are optimistic about the future: 64% of respondents are definitely planning to change their jobs in 2011, and another 20.3% admit this possibility. 

39% of respondents hope for promotion in the new year, about 22% put their trust in this matter on luck, 21% do not expect an increase and 17.3% do not know how their careers will turn. 



Official currency exchange rates

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The National Bank of Ukraine (NBU) set official currency exchange rates for January 26, 2011 at UAH 7.9388/USD 1, UAH 10.793592/EUR 1 and UAH 2.6645/RUB 10. 

The maximum dollar/hryvnia exchange rate was set by the central bank at UAH 8.0148/USD 1 on November 5, 2009. 



Gold price down

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The National Bank of Ukraine (NBU) set the official exchange rates of banking metals per ten troy ounces as of January 26, 2011 at UAH 105,268 (-) for gold, UAH 2,120 (-) for silver, and UAH 141,866 (-) for platinum. 

The official gold rate has weakened by 6.33% since the beginning of this year. 

The maximum gold rate set by the central bank was registered on December 8, 2010 at UAH 113,396 per ten troy ounces (UAH 364.58 per gram). 



Cash currency exchange rates

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The average purchase rate of cash dollar in Ukrainian banks dropped by 0.05 kopecks on Wednesday compared to Tuesday, to UAH 7.9729/USD 1. The sale rate of the U.S. currency shrank by 0.21 kopecks, to UAH 8.0067/USD 1. The maximum purchase rate was UAH 7.99/USD 1, while the minimum sale rate also totaled UAH 7.99/USD 1. 

The average purchase rate of the euro grew by 1.69 kopecks, to UAH 10.7827/EUR 1, while the sale rate rose by 2.19 kopecks, to UAH 10.9957/EUR 1. The maximum purchase rate was UAH 10.88/EUR 1, while the minimum sale rate was UAH 10.90/EUR 1. 

The average purchase rate of ten Russian rubles rose by 0.6 kopecks, to UAH 2.609/RUB 10, while the sale rate grew by 0.1 kopecks, to UAH 2.694/RUB 10. The maximum purchase rate offered by banks was UAH 2.66/RUB 10, and the minimum sale rate was also UAH 2.66/RUB 10. 



Major stock indexes demonstrate growth 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The main Ukrainian indexes have shown growth after trading on January 25. 

The PFTS index grew by 1.23% to 1,061.82 points, while the UX index calculated by the Ukrainian Exchange rose by 0.58%, to 2,660.55 points. 

The broad index of the Ukrainian stock market, UAI-50 (FundMarket), gained 0.74%.



Trading on interbank market opens with euro growth

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Trading on the Ukrainian interbank currency market on Wednesday opened at UAH 7.9320-7.9440/USD 1. 

According to InterBusinessConsulting, trading in the euro opened with a significant increase in quotations - to UAH 10.8620-10.8785/EUR 1. 

Trading in the hryvnia/dollar on Tuesday slightly deviated from the figures reached on Monday, opening with a weak decline in the dollar rate to UAH 7.9380-7.9450/USD 1. The purchase rate at the end of trading session strengthened to UAH 7.9320/USD 1. At the same time, the spread between the purchase and sale of the U.S. currency increased by 0.14%, to UAH 7.9460/USD 1. 

The difference between the average selling cash and non-cash dollar rate decreased to 3.4 kopecks. 

The selling rate of non-cash euro was marked by greater volatility. Starting with a high rate of UAH 10.8488-10.8584/EUR 1, the European currency at the end of trading lost over five kopecks, standing at UAH 10.7954-10.8090/EUR 1.



Ukraine will first host UIM F1H2O World Championship

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Ukraine will first host the UIM Formula 1 H2O World Championship, which be held July 30 - 31, 2011 on the Kyiv Reservoir in Vyshgorod, Kyiv region.

A contract was signed on Thursday by Kyiv region governor Anatoliy Prysiazhniuk and Formula 1 promoter, Idea Marketing SA Vice President Lavinia Cavallero at a press conference in Kyiv, according to an UKRINFORM correspondent.

According to organizers, Ukraine has become one of the six countries that got the right to host the F1 Grand Prix of Ukraine in 2011. A huge work will be done in terms of development and technical equipment of the area, which in turn will let in future use the constructed facilities for a variety of water sports.

 Prysiazhniuk said the F1H2O racing is an unusual event, the one that has worldwide significance. The race will not only attract foreign tourists to Ukraine, but also provide an opportunity to attract investors to the development of Kyiv region. "My goal is not only to hold the race worthy, but to attract people who would be interested in the development of Kyiv and the whole country," he said. The official emphasized that the racing will be held solely at the expense of sponsors and patrons. The governor of Kyiv region expressed hopes that if the championship is held "at a high level - so it will become stable and traditional”.

lavinia Cavallero expressed satisfaction that the F1H2O competition will be staged in Ukraine, noting that the venue for this massive event is chosen very successfully. "There is still six months of hard training, but the enthusiasm that I have seen gives me full confidence that the race will be held successfully," she underlined.

According to the F1H2O world champion 2010, Sami Selio, the Formula 1 Powerboat race is a concentrate of the highest technical achievements in engineering and sports. Boats for racing are built on the principle of a "tunnel catamaran”, 6 meters long and 2.1 meters wide. Top speed is 220 km/h. Acceleration from 0 to 100 km/h takes 4 seconds.

Participating in the F1 Powerboat race are highest class pilots, having UIM super certificates.

The event will be broadcast on television for nearly 100 countries, with audience of about 300 million people.



Poland's Tomasz Adamek signs contract to fight either Klitschko 

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. Poland's heavyweight champion Tomasz Adamek has agreed on the bout with either Klitschko brothers. The fights is to be staged in September at one of the stadiums being built in Poland for the 2012 UEFA European Football Championship, UKRINFORM reported citing ESPN. 

ESPN says there is still some devil in the details. Adamek (43-1, 28 KOs) must win an interim bout being planned for April 16 (or possibly April 9) in Katowice, Poland. The opponent is not set yet, but it won't be anyone too formidable, not with a multi-million dollar deal to face a Klitschko looming. Adamek, who is 5-0 since his move to heavyweight, definitely won't be fighting former titleholder Samuel Peter in the tuneup.

"I am ecstatic. I can't even put it into words," Main Events CEO Kathy Duva said. "To work so hard with Tomasz with a goal in mind -- moving him up to heavyweight, getting a heavyweight title fight. We got him there and we got a good deal."

Bernd Boente, who manages the Klitschko brothers, said "We made some changes, their side and our side. We now agree on everything. We have a go from both sides for a fight in September."

The IBF had ordered a box-off between Peter and Adamek as part of its four-man tournament to produce a mandatory challenger for Wladimir Klitschko. Now that Adamek has a title shot, he does not need to fight an eliminator. Duva said the purse bid scheduled for Friday would be canceled. The Klitschko brothers also have interim bouts scheduled in Germany. Vitali Klitschko (41-2, 38 KOs) will make a mandatory defense against Odlanier Solis on March 19 in Cologne. Wladimir Klitschko (55-3, 49 KOs) will defend his belts against England's Dereck Chisora on April 30 in Mannheim.

If both Klitschkos were to lose, the deal with Adamek would be dead. If one loses, Adamek, a former light heavyweight titlist before winning the cruiserweight championship, would face the other brother under terms of the deal, Boente and Duva said.

If both Klitschkos win, the choice of Adamek's opponent would be decided by the Klitschko side.



Dynamo, Dnipro to play at Marbella Cup in Spain

KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. FC Dynamo Kyiv will spend its off-season training camp in Spain. As part of preparations for the second part of the season, Yuri Semin's team will participate in the Marbella Cup, an international friendly tournament, which will be held in Marbella, Spain, from February 2 to February 15 with the participation of eight teams. 

Dynamo's opponent in a quarterfinal match at the Marbella Cup will be another Ukrainian club, FC Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk. In case of success, Dynamo Kyiv will next face the winner of a match between Sparta (the Czech Republic) and Zestafoni (Georgia). 

According to the tournament's regulations, each participant in the Marbella Cup will hold three matches (losers in quarterfinals will continue to compete between themselves).



Ukrainian Serhiy Lebid named best athlete of Europe

 KYIV, January 26 /UKRINFORM/. The European Athletics Association (EAA) has named best athletes for December 2010 based on a vote, UKRINFORM learned from the Ukrainian Athletics Federation.  

Ukrainian Serhiy Lebid was voted as the European Athlete of the Month for December 2010. 

On December 12, 2010 the Ukrainian won the gold at the 2010 SPAR European Cross Country Championships in Albufeira, Portugal. 

Europe's most successful cross country runner Lebid once again proved he is ageless and won an unprecedented ninth title. The Ukrainian, now 35, is the only runner to have competed in every single SPAR European Cross Country Championships since they were established in 1994 and has achieved the astonishing feat at winning the gold medal at the majority of the events.

In accordance with the Law of Ukraine on news agencies (Article 26), the news agency’s products are the agency’s property. In the process of disseminating Ukrinform’s news items, stories and other materials by other media of mass communication, references to Ukrinform as the source of these are mandatory.
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